RETROSPECT  OF  PRUSSIAN  POLICY

French to a Prusso-French contest, on the Rhine. Rus-
sia, in her hatred to Austria, which at that time was still
very lively, would at any rate have made a demonstration

against us and Austria as soon as we had become entan-
gled in war with France, and, from her position at the
longer end of the political lever, would have calculated

how far we might be permitted to be victorious. What
Poland was at the time of Thugut, Germany was at this

time, on the chess-board, My idea was that we ought at
any rate to prepare for war, but at the same time send an
ultimatum to Austria, either to accept our conditions in
the German question or to look for our attack. But the
fiction of a continuous and self-sacrificing devotion for
1 Germany * in words only, never in deeds, the influence of
the Princess and of her minister von Schlemitz, who was
devoted to the Austrian interest, as well as the phrase-
mongering of parliaments, associations, and the press, at
that time customary, made it difficult for the Regent to
test the situation by his own clear homely common sense;
and there was no one in his political or personal surround-
ings who could explain to him how meaningless was
all this phrase-making, and represent the cause of a
healthy German interest. The Regent and his minister
at that time believed in the truth of the saying: 'II y a
quelqu'un qui a plus cFcsprit que Monsieur cle Talley-
rand, c'est tout le monde/ Tout tc mondc> however, in
point of fact, takes too long about finding out what is
right, and an a rule the moment when the knowledge
might be useful is already gone by before tout le monde
gets at the back of what ought really to have been done.

It was only the internal struggles which he had to en-
counter as Regent and afterwards as King; only his con-